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Abstract: The ecological theme in literary works is continuing become a popular discourse to 

increase public awareness about the importance of protecting earth. Animated films are one of the 

medias for introducing this theme to people, especially children, because it can educate them in an 

easier way and more interesting. This research endeavors to explore the ecological dimensions and 

ethical reflections intertwined within the animated film "Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2." 

Employing a descriptive qualitative research methodology, this research contributes to the broader 

discourse on ecocriticism and cinematic narratives by unveiling the ecological and ethical facets 

woven into film. Through this exploration, the study seeks to illuminate the film's role in shaping 

cultural attitudes towards nature, technology, and the delicate dance between humanity and the 

environment. Data were taken by watching the movie, citing the narrations and dialogues, as well 

as capturing scenes related to the environmental issue. Moreover, through the lens of eco-criticism 

perspective, the researchers interpret visual metaphors, character dynamics, and narrative layers 

to unravel the intricate ecological insights embedded within the film. The study contemplates the 

potential of animation as an eco-educational medium, discussing its impact on fostering 

environmental consciousness among audiences. 

 

Keywords: cloudy with a chance of meatballs, cinematic narratives, ecocriticism, ecological 

insights, visual metaphors 

 

Abstrak: Tema ekologi dalam karya sastra terus menjadi diskursus populer untuk meningkatkan 

kesadaran publik tentang pentingnya melindungi bumi. Film animasi adalah salah satu media untuk 

memperkenalkan tema ini kepada masyarakat, terutama anak-anak, karena dapat mendidik mereka 

dengan cara yang lebih mudah dan menarik. Penelitian ini berupaya mengeksplorasi dimensi 

ekologi dan refleksi etis yang saling terkait dalam film animasi "Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 

2." Menggunakan metodologi penelitian kualitatif deskriptif, penelitian ini berkontribusi pada 

wacana yang lebih luas tentang ekokritik dan narasi sinematik dengan mengungkap aspek ekologis 

dan etis yang terjalin dalam film tersebut. Melalui eksplorasi di atas, penelitian ini bertujuan untuk 

menyoroti peran film dalam membentuk sikap budaya terhadap alam, teknologi, dan intrikasi yang 

kompleks antara manusia dan lingkungan. Data diambil dengan menonton film, mengutip narasi 

dan dialog, serta menangkap adegan yang terkait dengan isu lingkungan. Selain itu, melalui 

perspektif ekokritik, peneliti menginterpretasikan metafora visual, dinamika karakter, dan lapisan 

naratif untuk mengungkap wawasan ekologi yang rumit yang tertanam dalam film. Studi ini 

merenungkan potensi animasi sebagai media pendidikan ekologi, membahas dampaknya dalam 

meningkatkan kesadaran lingkungan di kalangan penonton. 

 

Kata kunci: cloudy with a chance of meatballs, ekokritik, metafora visual, narasi sinematik, 

wawasan ekologis, 

  

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 
The earth is facing a multitude of 

environmental challenges, collectively posing a 

threat to the delicate balance of our planet's 

ecosystems. The impacts of human activities, 

coupled with climate change, have led to a range 

of global environmental issues that demand 
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urgent attention (Mishra, 2016).  

Undoubtedly, climate change stands as 

the most pressing global environmental issue. 

Human activities, particularly the burning of 

fossil fuels, have significantly increased 

greenhouse gas emissions. According to the 

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, 

global temperatures have already risen by 

approximately 1°C since pre-industrial times. 

The consequences are evident: melting ice caps, 

rising sea levels, extreme weather events, and 

ecosystem disruptions. Alarming data reveals 

that carbon dioxide (CO2) levels have reached 

their highest point in over 800,000 years, 

emphasizing the immediate action required to 

combat climate change. 

Another critical issue that demands our 

attention is deforestation, Deforestation has 

severe consequences, including habitat 

destruction, loss of biodiversity, soil erosion, and 

increased carbon emissions (Oljirra, 2019). 

Destruction of natural habitats, pollution, and 

climate change have caused the extinction of 

numerous plant and animal species. The loss of 

biodiversity not only disrupts the intricate web of 

life but also reduces the resilience of ecosystems 

to withstand environmental changes. 

Ecocriticism is more than just the analysis of 

how nature is depicted in literature. Here, the 

term "nature" refers to the entire physical 

environment, both human- and non-human-

made. The two are connected, and this link 

forges the foundation of ecocriticism. A healthy 

ecology predominates here as long as there is 

peace between the living and non-living things 

for the benefit of humanity and the environment 

(Mishra, 2016). 

In cinema, ecocriticism emerges as a lens 

through which filmmakers can explore and shed 

light on environmental issues. By examining 

how films represent nature, human interactions 

with the environment, and the ecological 

consequences of people’s actions, ecocriticism 

enriches audience’s understanding of the 

intricate relationship among cinema, culture, and 

the natural world. A prominent example of 

ecocriticism in films is fiction films that have 

power to engage viewers through ecocritical 

storytelling. Films like WALL-E and Avatar 

transport audiences to dystopian or alien worlds, 

depicting the consequences of human 

exploitation and disregard for the environment. 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 is 

an excellent example of how filmmakers can 

employ ecological narratives within cinematic 

storytelling to promote environmental 

consciousness and inspire positive actions. The 

movie takes place in the fictional town of 

Swallow Falls, known for its unique weather 

phenomenon of raining food. In the sequel, the 

protagonist, Flint Lockwood, and his friends 

discover that the food-rain has transformed the 

island into a perilous and wild environment, 

populated by sentient food-animal hybrids 

called "foodimals." The film follows their 

adventure as they navigate this new ecosystem, 

encountering diverse creatures such as the 

tacodile supreme, shrimpanzees, and 

hippotatomuses. By exploring the ecocritical 

dimensions of the movie, this research aims to 

uncover the underlying ecological themes and 

implications embedded within the narrative. It 

seeks to shed light on how the film, especially 

the movie of Cloudy with a Chance of 
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Meatballs 2, portrays the nature, the impact of 

human actions on the environment, the role of 

technology and science, and the 

interconnectedness of all species. 

Furthermore, this research delves into 

the environmental implications and lessons 

conveyed by the film, including its critique of 

consumerism and food waste, the consequences 

of unchecked scientific advancements, and its 

promotion of environmental responsibility, 

conservation, and biodiversity through the lens 

of ecocriticism proposed by Gregg Garrard.  

Garrard (2011) states that ecocriticism is 

the study of the relationship between literature 

and the physical environment. Drawing on 

environmental science, ecological theory, and 

cultural studies, ecocriticism analyzes texts that 

focus on the human relationship to the natural 

world. Garrard's work explores the power of 

literature and storytelling in shaping human 

relationship with the environment. He asserts 

that literature can serve as a catalyst for 

ecological awareness and action. By immersing 

readers in narratives that celebrate nature's 

beauty and complexity, literature can foster a 

sense of empathy and connection, motivating 

individuals to engage in environmental 

stewardship. It is in line with Mansyur, 

Lukmana, Isnendes, & Gunawan’s statement 

that language can be one of means to increase 

awareness about climate change  (2021). 

Film with environment themes has also 

attracted many researchers to study about it. 

Akhiyat (2022) and Prameswari & Rahmah  

(2022) conducted researches on the animated 

movies. The research showed that there were 

nature exploitation and cruel behavior toward 

animal because of human’s greed that led to the 

destruction. Furthermore, Harini & Joseph 

(2022), Mishra (2016), and Romadhon (2011) 

also conducted researches on the eco-themed 

film. The results showed that humans’ corrupt 

action towards nature brought the hideous 

impact and suffering to them. All of the 

researches above proved that this theme is very 

interesting to analyze and none of any 

researchers previously done the analysis on the 

Cloudy with A Chance Meatballs 2 film as the 

object. Therefore, by doing this research, the 

researchers tried to illuminate the 

environmental issue in it. 

By using ecocriticism this research 

provided an intriguing lens through to analyze 

the ecological aspects of Cloudy with a Chance 

of Meatballs 2. This theoretical framework 

allows for a deeper examination of the film's 

depiction of human-nature relationships, 

environmental messages, and the consequences 

of human actions. 

 

 

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

 
 

The research employs descriptive 

qualitative method to analyze and interprets the 

ecocritical themes and messages in the movie 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2. The 

research also uses a multi-dimensional approach 

combining film analysis, textual analysis, and 

visual analysis to gain a comprehensive 

understanding of the ecological discourse in the 

movie. Descriptive method is a research method 

that tries to describe phenomenon, occurrence, 

event, that happens in the present (Cresswell, 
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2015, p. 20). He also stated that qualitative 

research is an inquiry approach useful for 

exploring and understanding a central 

phenomenon. Moreover, Neisya, Aprilia, & 

Anita (2023) stated that the research procedure 

entails asking questions, gathering data from 

participants’ surroundings, analyzing data to 

find common themes, and interpreting what the 

data means. It means that in the qualitative 

research, the data will be analyzed and, in the 

end, drew the conclusion based on the data 

gathered. 

The researchers applied the descriptive 

qualitative methods on analyzing the movie 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 and 

finding the answer of the research question. 

Qualitative interpretation of visual metaphors 

and narrative layers reveals nuanced ecological 

insights and exploring animation's role in 

fostering environmental consciousness among 

audiences in the same time. This research 

contributes to ecocriticism discourse by 

illuminating the film's influence on cultural 

attitudes towards nature and the intricate 

interplay between humanity and the 

environment. 

The data collection process involved a 

thorough and systematic examination of the 

film content, both in terms of its narrative and 

visual aspects. Data and sources were gathered 

through some phases, among others watching 

the film of Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 

2 repeatedly; gathering the data including 

narrations, dialogues, and scenes related to the 

environmental issues, collecting all the data 

have been underlined and collecting secondary 

data from relevant scholarly literature on eco-

criticism, film studies, and environmental 

themes.  

Moreover, the data were analyzed 

through some steps, namely uncovering the 

environmental themes, representation of nature, 

and human interactions with the environment in 

film Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 by 

using Garrad’s eco-criticism theory, exploring 

the meaning of narration, dialogues, and actions 

in specific scene implied by the characters in 

the film, and lastly concluding the analysis into 

a representable discussion. 

Ecocriticism is a field of literary theory 

that emerged in the late 20th century in 

response to growing environmental concerns 

across the globe. It examines the ways in which 

literature reflects and shapes our understanding 

of the natural world as well as the relationship 

between humans and their environment. 

Ecocriticism engage in a multidisciplinary 

approach, drawing from various fields, such as 

literature, philosophy, ecology, and 

environmental science, to analyze and interpret 

literary texts through an ecological lens. 

According to Estok (2009) ecocriticism is more 

than just a criticism about environment and 

nature. It is about theory that committed 

by analyzing the artistic, social, historical, 

ideological, theoretical, or otherwise a natural 

environment as an important feature rather than 

simply as an object of thematic study. 

Ecocriticism is about the value of analyzing not 

just the elements of nature and environment 

inside a literature but to analyze the connection 

in between nature, environment, and literature. 

Ecocriticism views literature as a mirror 

that reflects our cultural attitudes, beliefs, and 
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values towards the environment. By examining 

literary works, ecocriticism seeks to uncover the 

ways in which human interactions with nature are 

represented, critiqued, or celebrated. Literary 

texts often highlight the complex relationship 

between humans and the natural world, 

exploring themes such as environmental 

degradation, wilderness, sustainability, and the 

impact of human activities on ecosystems. 

Through this lens, ecocriticism encourages 

readers to reflect upon their own ecological 

awareness and the potential consequences of 

their actions. According to Garrard (2011) 

ecocriticism is the study of the relationship 

between literature and the physical environment, 

drawing on environmental science, ecological 

theory, and cultural studies. Ecocriticism 

analyze literary works that focus on the human 

relationship to the natural world, examining both 

how these works represent the environment and 

how they contribute to shaping our attitudes and 

behaviors towards nature. 

One of the central tenets of ecocriticism is 

the exploration of the concept of the sublime in 

literature. The sublime refers to experiences or 

representations of nature that evoke feelings of 

awe, terror, and transcendence. Ecocritics argue 

that the sublime can inspire an ecological 

imagination, which fosters a deeper connection 

with the natural world and a heightened sense of 

responsibility towards it. Through the literary 

representation of awe-inspiring landscapes or 

encounters with the wild, ecocritical analysis 

encourages readers to reconsider their place 

within the ecological web and encourages an 

empathetic understanding of non-human 

entities. 

Film or Movie is a form of visual 

communication that utilizes different types of 

movement Images and sounds that follow the 

story. As Hornby (2006) said, movie contains a 

series of moving picture with a full sound 

experience that tells the story from start to finish. 

They are produced by taking pictures of the real-

life places with a camera or by creating an 

environment or setting by using advanced 

animation techniques or special effects. One of the 

most captivating aspects of movies is their ability 

to transport us to different worlds. Whether it's 

exploring the depths of the cosmos in a science-

fiction epic or diving into the past through 

historical dramas, movies have the power to take 

us on incredible journeys without leaving our 

seats. This escapist quality allows us to forget our 

daily troubles and immerse ourselves in the 

magical realms created by skilled filmmakers.  

Moreover, movies are a powerful tool for 

storytelling. They can convey complex emotions, 

explore intricate character arcs, and address 

thought-provoking themes. As the lights dim in the 

theater, we become part of the characters' lives, 

experiencing their joys and sorrows, victories, and 

defeats. The cinematic experience can evoke a 

range of emotions, from laughter and tears to fear 

and excitement, leaving a lasting impact on our 

hearts and minds.  

Ecocriticism has made significant 

contributions to the field of film studies, 

particularly through the analysis of eco-cinema. 

Eco-cinema refers to films that explore 

environmental themes, depict ecological issues, 

and engage with the human-nature relationship. 

This branch of ecocriticism examines how films 

represent and shape our understanding of the 
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natural world, environmental crises, and our role 

in the ecosystem. Ivakhiv (2008) emphasizes the 

complex interactions between nature and culture 

in film. He explores how movies represent and 

negotiate the dynamic relationship between 

humans and the environment, shedding light on 

the ways in which these interactions shape our 

understanding of ecological issues. In the study of 

eco-cinema, researcher analyze films from various 

genres, including documentaries, fiction films, 

animations, and experimental works. They 

examine how these films portray landscapes, 

animals, ecosystems, and environmental 

problems, and how they comment on socio-

political, ethical, and cultural dimensions of 

environmental issues.  

 

 

3. RESULT 

 

 The researchers explored the nuances of 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 through 

ecocriticism lens. This study delves into the 

film's richness in terms of theme, character 

dynamics, and narrative layers, all of which have 

an impact on environmental consciousness. It 

uncovers a rich tapestry of significance as delve 

into the story, characters, and themes. 

The island of Swallow Falls, portrayed as 

more than a backdrop, becomes a metaphor for 

balanced ecosystems. This setting prompts the 

audiences to consider human relationship with 

nature, challenging the boundaries human 

impose between themselves and other creatures. 

The narrative also addresses the consequences of 

unchecked technological progress. In essence, 

this chapter is a journey into the core messages 

of Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2. It 

sparks contemplation about audience’s stance on 

technology, ethics, and the natural world. 

Inviting human to engage with its themes in a 

way that resonates with their understanding of 

the environment. After collecting the data from 

the film, included the utterance and narration, 

the researchers analyzed the film through Greg 

Garrard theory of ecocriticism.  

 

3.1. Nature and the Environment in the Film 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 

transports us to a universe where nature 

transcends its traditional role and emerges as a 

dynamic character in the film's plot. Glotfelty 

(1996) argues that biodiversity is an essential 

component of a healthy biosphere and that it is 

important to protect and preserve it. This part 

digs into the film's extraordinary ability to 

transform the setting from a basic background 

into a vibrant entity, producing a dramatic 

narrative interplay between the characters. 

Through meticulous animation and 

breathtaking visual aesthetics, the film elevates 

the environment to a place of prominence. Lush 

landscapes and teeming with life, become 

windows into the intricate tapestry of nature. The 

vibrant colors, intricate detailing, and seamless 

animation weave a narrative that celebrates the 

Earth's beauty. 

In the realm of Cloudy with a Chance of 

Meatballs 2, the environment becomes an active 

participant in the narrative, shaping character 

growth, providing insights, and resonating with 

ecological messages. 

 

3.1.1 The Emergence of Foodimals  

A remarkable facet of Cloudy with a 
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Chance of Meatballs 2 lies in the inventive 

introduction of foodimals, where culinary 

delights are ingeniously transformed into living 

beings. This creative fusion challenge 

conventional boundaries between food and 

sentient creatures. The existence of foodimals 

sparks a playful yet profound examination of 

anthropocentrism and ethical considerations, 

inviting the audiences to ponder their 

hierarchical stance within the natural world.   

Flint and his friends discover a group of 

shrimpanzees, which are a combination of 

shrimp and chimpanzees. The shrimpanzees are 

shown to be intelligent and capable of 

communication. This part emphasizes the 

importance of understanding and empathy 

towards the foodimals. 

Flint and his friends also encounter a 

tacodile, a hybrid creature that is part taco and 

part crocodile. The tacodile attacks them, but 

they soon realize that it is not trying to harm 

them. Instead, it is trying to keep its child save 

from the Live Corp Troops. 

Beyond their whimsical nature, these 

foodimals serve as a mirror to real-world debates 

about genetic modification and the potential 

consequences of human intervention in natural 

processes. With their thought-provoking 

presence, the foodimals become not only a 

source of laughter but also a catalyst for deeper 

reflections on the intricacies of human creativity, 

the blurred lines between innovation and 

unintended outcomes, and the ethical 

responsibilities entwined with human’s 

interaction with the environment. 

 

 

 

3.1.2 The Island Ecosystem and Biodiversity 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 

ventures into the heart of an enchanting island 

ecosystem, where the vibrant dance of life 

unfolds in mesmerizing detail. This section 

embarks on a captivating journey through the 

film's portrayal of biodiversity, unveiling the 

intricate relationships that shape the natural 

world within its animated canvas. 

Nestled within the vivid landscapes of 

Swallow Falls, the island ecosystem emerges as 

a microcosm of nature's wonders. Every corner 

teems with life, from lush forests to cascading 

waterfalls, and from serene valleys to bustling 

riverbanks. This meticulously crafted 

environment serves as a testament to the 

filmmakers' dedication to presenting a visual 

homage to Earth's own diversity.  

At the heart of this ecosystem lies the 

introduction of foodimals—a stroke of creative 

brilliance that challenges the traditional 

boundaries between sustenance and life. Each 

foodimal becomes a living representation of the 

film's celebration of biodiversity. From the 

majestic Cheespider to the endearing 

Hippotatomus, the foodimals then become 

ambassadors of the countless species that grace 

the planet.  

Swallow Falls, the film's backdrop, 

becomes a living entity, from towering trees to 

glistening waterfalls. The island's vibrant scenes 

immerse the audiences in an ecosystem pulsating 

with life. Animated artistry brings Earth's natural 

beauty to life, making the island a testament to 

nature's brilliance. What sets the film apart is its 

playful creation of foodimals—charming 

creatures born from the fusion of food and life. 
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These characters embody biodiversity, 

showcasing Earth's incredible variety. From 

Bananostrich to Fruit Cockatiel, each foodimal 

is a colorful reminder of nature's diversity. 

The symphony of biodiversity in Cloudy 

with a Chance of Meatballs 2 extends beyond 

mere aesthetics. It mirrors the interconnected 

web of life that sustains ecosystems worldwide. 

Predatory-prey relationships, mutualistic 

partnerships, and the delicate balance of nature 

are portrayed with both authenticity and artistry. 

The result is a portrayal that captures the essence 

of how various species coexist and contribute to 

the harmony of the environment.  

Beyond its cinematic charm, the film 

symbolizes unity in diversity. Swallow Falls 

becomes a testament to the idea that ecosystems 

thrive through the collaboration of myriad 

species, each playing a crucial role in the balance 

of life. This portrayal resonates with real-world 

ecological lessons, reminding human of the 

importance of preserving Earth's richness for the 

well-being of all.  

The island ecosystem's portrayal becomes 

a mirror to Earth's own biodiversity, 

encouraging audiences to draw parallels 

between this fictional realm and human planet. 

It becomes a call to action, urging the audiences 

to recognize the fragility of world's 

interconnected web of life and the importance of 

safeguarding the biodiversity that sustains it. In 

essence, Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 

transforms its island ecosystem into a canvas 

upon which the vibrant tapestry of biodiversity 

is painted. Through its captivating portrayal, it 

invites the audiences to explore the harmonious 

interactions, delicate dependencies, and sheer 

beauty that define the planet's diverse 

ecosystems. This cinematic celebration of life's 

richness serves as a gentle reminder of human’s 

role as stewards of Earth's biodiversity, inspiring 

human to cherish and protect the precious 

tapestry of life that surrounds them. 

 

3.2. Human-Nature Relationships and 

Coexistence 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 

beckons the audiences to explore the intricate 

dance of human-nature relationships and the 

captivating tapestry of coexistence. According 

to Garrard (2011) ecocriticism should move 

beyond the celebration of nature and human-

nature relationships and instead focus on the 

disharmonious relationship between human and 

nature. Garrard also emphasizes the importance 

of understanding the affective and emotional 

dimensions of human-nature relationships. He 

believes that emotions play a crucial role in 

shaping human relationship with nature and that 

understanding these emotions can help human to 

develop a more harmonious relationship with the 

natural world.  

This section dives into the film's portrayal 

of these relationships, unraveling how it 

challenges conventional beliefs and paints a 

vibrant picture of our interconnectedness with 

the natural world.   

 

3.2.1.       Conflict and Exploitation 

The Live Corp Company's main objective 

is to exploit the foodimals and their habitat for 

profit. Led by CEO and famed inventor Chester 

V, the Live Corp Company sees the foodimals as 

commodities to be utilized for financial gain. 

Chester V objective is to harness the 
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power of the FLDSMDFR, a machine that turns 

water into food, and use it to create food 

products that can be sold to the public. The Live 

Corp Company's focus is on maximizing their 

profits and capitalizing on the unique food-based 

creatures that have emerged on the island. The 

Live Corp Company's exploitation of the 

foodimals and their habitat contributes to the 

destruction of the natural environment.  

Chester V's real motives are to exploit the 

foodimals for higher Foodbar sales He sees the 

foodimals as resources to be harnessed rather 

than living creatures to be respected. He is 

willing to sacrifice the foodimals for his own 

gain, which is a poignant critique of real-life 

situations where the environment has been 

exploited. 

This exploitation further contributes to 

the destruction of the natural habitat and 

highlights the consequences of human greed and 

disregard for the environment. The movie raises 

awareness about the ethical implications of 

exploiting the foodimals and their habitat, 

emphasizing the importance of finding a balance 

between progress and environmental 

preservation. 

 

3.2.2. Bonding with Non-Human Entities 

At the core of the film's narrative, there 

lies a poignant exploration of the bonds between 

human and the environment. As characters 

interact with the island's ecosystem and its 

whimsical foodimals, a narrative of 

interdependence unfolds—a narrative that dares 

to challenge the prevailing notion of human 

dominion over nature. Cloudy with a Chance of 

Meatballs 2 introduces a fresh perspective, 

showcasing the symbiotic relationships that 

underpin the world and bridging the divide 

between species.  

The film fosters empathy within 

characters and, in turn, invites audiences to share 

in that understanding—a shared empathy that 

nurtures coexistence. By giving voices and 

personalities to foodimals, the film disrupts the 

boundaries between humanity and the rest of the 

natural world. This act of storytelling challenges 

traditional hierarchies, reminding the audiences 

that every being, regardless of form, has a unique 

role to play within the ecosystem.  

 

3.2.3. Harmony between species 

In Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2, 

the foodimals and the human learn to coexist and 

live in harmony. They work together to defeat 

the villain and save their island from destruction. 

Flint and his friends, work together to save the 

foodimals from being captured by the Live Corp 

Company. This scene highlights the potential for 

collaboration and mutual understanding between 

humans and foodimals.  

The film climaxes with a remarkable 

display of unity, as human and foodimals pool 

their strengths to confront Chester V and prevent 

further ecological destruction. The collaboration 

transcends initial misunderstandings and 

assumptions, highlighting the potential for 

positive change when different beings work 

together. 

Ultimately, Cloudy with a Chance of 

Meatballs 2 weaves a tale of human-nature 

relationships that transcend traditional norms. It 

celebrates the beauty of coexistence and 

underscores the importance of nurturing 
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connections with the world around human. As 

readers journey through this section, the 

researchers invited to reconsider audiences’ 

stance within the intricate tapestry of life, 

igniting a renewed appreciation for the delicate 

balance that sustains the planet. 

 

3.3.  Critique of Technological Progress and 

Environmental Impacts 

This section delves into the film's critical 

examination of unchecked technological 

progress and its implications for the 

environment. Drengson (1984) stated that using 

technological solutions to solve environmental 

problems creates a destructive pattern where the 

same technological approach that is used to 

solve a problem is what created the problem in 

the first place. This is because technological 

progress is often driven by individual 

consumerism and rapid innovation, which leads 

to technological obsolescence of modern 

products. The researchers analyzed the 

FLDSMDFR as a symbol of human ingenuity, 

the ecological disruptions caused by its 

unintended consequences, and the ethical 

dilemmas that arise from technological 

interventions in nature.  

The FLDSMDFR's invention is a 

testament to human creativity and inventiveness. 

It is a symbol of the boundless possibilities that 

technology can offer, showcasing human’s 

ability to shape the world through scientific 

prowess. The film exposes the allure of 

technological convenience. The FLDSMDFR's 

promise of producing food from water and air 

taps into the human desire for instant 

gratification, portraying how advancements can 

captivate by addressing human’s needs and 

desires. 

 

3.3.1. The FLDSMDFR as a Double-Edged 

Invention 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 

introduces the audiences to a creation that 

embodies the complex nature of human 

relationship with technology—the FLDSMDFR. 

In this section, the researchers delve into the 

intricate portrayal of this invention, which serves 

as a microcosm of the movie's exploration of the 

complex relationship between human ingenuity 

and unintended outcomes.  

The movie shows the huge repercussions 

that can come with careless use of FLDSMDFR. 

At its heart, the FLDSMDFR stands as a symbol 

of human brilliance, a testament to human ability 

to leverage scientific knowledge to reshape their 

world. This device showcases the allure of 

progress, captivating the audiences’ imagination 

by transforming a fantastical idea into a tangible 

reality. Yet, the FLDSMDFR is not merely a 

triumph of engineering; it serves as a vessel 

carrying both promise and danger. It entices the 

audiences with the convenience it offers, 

seemingly able to fulfill the audiences’ 

fundamental need for sustenance in miraculous 

ways. This portrayal taps into human’s natural 

yearning for efficiency and instant satisfaction, 

reflecting how technology often captivates by 

addressing the willingness in unforeseen 

manners. Nevertheless, as the film astutely 

reveals, the brilliance of the FLDSMDFR casts 

an unanticipated shadow of consequences.  

Flint Lockwood is aware that, contrary to 

what was earlier the case, FLDSMDFR is now 

developing living things and a new ecosystem on 

the island. What commences as a creation full of 
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potential morphs into a cautionary narrative—a 

potent reminder that technological wonders can 

possess two sides. The environmental upheaval 

caused by the machine's operation echoes real-

world situations where progress unintentionally 

disrupts the delicate equilibrium of ecosystems. 

Through the lens of the FLDSMDFR, Cloudy 

with a Chance of Meatballs 2 invites the 

audiences to ponder the delicate balance 

between technological triumph and unforeseen 

repercussions. The film's exploration of this 

double-edged nature of invention prompts 

human to reflect on the ethical implications of 

their pursuit of progress and the imperative to 

consider the long-term effects of human’s 

creations on both the environment and society. 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 

After analyzing the researchers drew the 

conclusion that the animated world of Cloudy 

with a Chance of Meatballs 2 unveiled itself as a 

canvas of profound ecological insights. This 

research delved into the film's intricate layers, 

unveiling a tapestry of themes that resonated 

with environmental consciousness, ethical 

dilemmas, and the delicate balance between 

human progress and ecological harmony. From 

the lush landscapes to the emergence of 

foodimals, the film's representation of nature and 

the environment transcended mere backdrop, 

becoming integral to its narrative and thematic 

depth.  

Through the lens of human-nature 

relationships, Cloudy with a Chance of 

Meatballs 2 celebrated the harmonious 

coexistence between humans and the ecosystem. 

The collaborative efforts to defeat a common 

threat became a mirror reflecting the potential 

for unity and shared purpose in human own 

world. The critique of technological progress 

revealed the dangers of unchecked innovation, 

invoking reflections on human hubris and ethical 

responsibilities. As the characters grappled with 

the consequences of their choices, the film's 

nuanced portrayal encouraged the audiences to 

consider the impact of human actions on the 

environment. The film then become more than 

mere entertainment—it is a canvas upon which 

ecological consciousness is painted 
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